          Introducing Pacific Women’s Watch (New Zealand) Inc.

Pacific Women’s Watch (New Zealand) Inc. (PWW(NZ))was established in 1999  to be a link to the Asia Pacific Women’s Watch (APWW), the umbrella Watch which monitors, review and reports on the status of women in the Asia-Pacific Region.   Over 60 percent of the world’s women live in the Asia-Pacific Region, one of the five regions recognised by the United Nations.

The New Zealand organisation, which became incorporated in 2001, is part of a sub-regional network reporting within the wider region.
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Pacific Women’s Watch (New Zealand) has the following objectives

· to ensure women’s voices from the sub-region  and especially New Zealand are heard internationally

· to be a communication link between New Zealand  non-governmental women, the sub-region and internationally

· to monitor the Beijing Platform for Action and any subsequent plans of action for the advancement of women

· to share strategies to measure and assess changes in women’s status 

· to recognise views and expectations of Tangata Whenua

Milestones for Pacific Women’s Watch (New Zealand)

1999  Planning for establishment of Pacific Women’s Watch (New Zealand)

          (PWW(NZ))

2001  PWW(NZ) incorporated and first Board of Officers elected: 

          President:             Jane Prichard

          Vice-President:    Anne Hayden

          Secretary              Sharon Sweeney-Lauder

          Tresasurer:           Jan Ngatae

2003 – 2004  Regular Discussion Forums held to bring new information and data

            on the status of New Zealand women including the issues of poverty, health, 

            pay equity, women’s empowerment/women in decision-making , women in 

            the media, human rights, violence against women, the girl child

2004 (April – June) PWW(NZ) conducted 12 grassroots workshops and 3 focus

           groups  nationwide to bring responses from women and  information for the 

     Beijing + 10 Review and Appraisal

 2004   Published Aotearoa New Zealand Non-Governmental Non-Maori Report  

            “How Are We Doing?  New Zealand Women Together”, New Zealand

           Country Report for the Beijing Platform for Action + 10 Review and 

           Appraisal.  The Report was contributed to the Pacific Sub-Regional Forum

           and reported on at  the University of New South Wales, Sydney, July 2004, the 

           Asia- Pacific NGO Symposium, Bangkok, Thailand, September 2004 and the 

           Division for the Advancement of Women for the 49th session of the

           Commission on the Status of Women Beijing + 10 Appraisal and Review, 

           New York, March 2005.

2004  PWW(NZ) convened the Auckland NGO regional meeting for Ministry of 

          Women’s Affairs to consider the Draft Action Plan for New Zealand Women

2004  Convened 2 APWW(NZ) Focus Group Workshop Meetings for the Human

    Rights Commission to consider the Draft Action Plan for Human Rights 

2005  (August) Convened  Half-Day Seminar in Auckland “Moving Forward from 

          Beijing + 10: Unresolved Issues for New Zealand Women – Have Your Say on 

          Action!”, Report on Outcomes from the 10-year  Review of the Beijing

          Platform for Action and the Way Forward for New Zealand Women.   

          Preparation of questions for candidates in the NZ General Election September 

          was an outcome.

2006  (August) Organised and Co-ordinated One-Day Conference “Taking Action to

          Overcome Violence” - to mark the International Day for the Elimination of

          Violence against Women and in support of the UN Secretary-General’s

          special study on violence against women.   The National Council of Women, 

          Auckland Branch and the other 4 Project Five-O partner organisations – Zonta,

          Business and Professional Women (BPW), Federation of Graduate Women 

          (NZFGW), Soroptimists – collaborated in the Conference.

2006  Prepared and published Pacific Women’s Watch (New Zealand)’s Non-

          Governmental Supplementary Report “Status of New Zealand Women”,

          comments to the UN CEDAW Monitoring Committee

Pacific Women’s Watch (New Zealand) has been represented at the following 

Meetings/Symposiums:

January 1999  Asia-Pacific NGO Regional Symposium: Chandigarh, India

           Jane Prichard, Barbara McKenzie attended.   Jane Prichard gave an opening 

           keynote address “Violence Against New Zealand Women”.

August/September  1999, Kasetsart University, Thailand,  Asia-Pacific Women 2000 

          Regional NGO Symposium.   Attended by a group from New Zealand.

October 1999  UNESCAP Meeting, Bangkok, Thailand

           Jane Prichard attended – elected a Pacific Sub-Regional representative to the 

          Asia-Pacific Women’s Watch Management Committee.

March 2000  UNCSW session, New York, Beijing + 5 Review Preparatory

            Committee.   Jane Prichard and Catharine Tautu attended.

May 2000  UN Special Session on Women, New York for Beijing + 5 Review 

           and Appraisal.   Jane Prichard, Barbara McKenzie and Rose Tauetule

           attended.

March  2001  UN CSW, New York.  Jane Prichard attended.

2002 APWW Training Workshop Kanchanaburi, Thailand.   Jane Prichard and Anne

          Hayden attended. 

February 2003  APWW Training Workshop Chang Mai, Thailand.   Jane Prichard and 

          Saphronn Cameron attended.

July 2004  Pacific Sub-Regional Forum, Sydney.  Jane Prichard attended to present 

         PWW(NZ) NZ Country Report for Beijing + 10 Review and Appraisal.

2004 September, NGO APWW Regional Symposium, Bangkok, Thailand.  Jane Prichard attended tp present PWW(NZ) NZ Country Report for Beijing + 10 Review and Appraisal.

March 2005  UNCSW, New York, Beijing + 10 Review and Appraisal.

April 2006 following adoption of APWW Constitution, Jane Prichard was invited to be Pacific Sub-Regional representative on the APWW Executive Committee. 

                 HIGHLIGHTS OF PWW(NZ) PROGRAMME 2005-2006

PWW(NZ) was very active in meetings and events to fulfil its primary aim to monitor, review and report on the status on women in new Zealand under the Beijing Platform for Action.  

PWW(NZ) Half-Day Seminar

To further this aim we considered issues critical to women in the policies of political parties leading up to the General Election in September 2005 at a Half-Day Seminar on 27 August.   Women from many leading NGO organisation and a diversity of cultures participated in workshops at the Seminar to prepare questions to put to electoral candidates.  The Seminar was entitled

 Moving Forward From Beijijng + 10: Unresolved Issues for New Zealand Women – 

                                                 Have Your Say on Action

 Speakers at the Seminar were

Debbie Payne, Auckland University of Technology

                               Women’s Health Issues

Dr Frances Townsend, National Council of Women of New Zealand    

                               Lifelong Education for Women

Dr Philippa Reed, Equal Employment Opportunities Trust:

                              Employment Issues

Therese Ireland, Child Poverty Action Group:

                             Poverty Impacts for the Girl Child

Jane Prichard, Board, International Council of Women:



     Beijing + 10 Review

A great deal of new information was presented which women were encouraged to take back to their organisations for action.

PWW(NZ) NGO Supplementary CEDAW Report

 Implementation by Government of its obligations under the Convention for the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) came under scrutiny as PWW(NZ) prepared a Supplementary NGO Report to the CEDAW Monitoring Committee due to be presented in August 2007.

We continued to report to the Asis Pacific Women’s Watch (APWW), representing

women of the wider region, the international network to which we are linked.

One-Day Conference Coordinated by PWW(NZ), Saturday 25 November 2006

       


    Taking Action to Overcome Violence

The Conference was held at Somervell Church and Community Centre, Auckland to mark the International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women and White Ribbon Day.   It also supported the UN Secretary-General’s special study on violence against women. 

The Hon. Luamanuvau Winnie Laban, Associate Minister Pacific Island Affairs

gave the Opening Address on behalf of the Hon Lianne Dalziel on the subject of Creating Policy to Overcome Violence.

Three speakers’ panels followed as follows

1. Highlighting persistence and unacceptability

Joy Liddicoat, Human Rights Commissioner on Women’s Issues

     Relationships Between International Obligations and Social Policy

Judge Peter Boshier, Principal Family Court Judge

     The Domestic Violence Act 1995 – Are Women Still the Victims?

Heather Henare, National Manager, National Collective of Independent

                                   Women’s Refuges

                    Supporting Victims – The Critical Need

2. Assessing prevalence

Janet Fanslow, Researcher, School of Population Health, 

                               Auckland Medical School

                       Researching Violence Against Women 

Associate Professor Mike O’Brien, Child Poverty Action Group

                                 The Impact of Poverty

Gary Poole, CEO, Refugees as Survivors New Zealand

                            The Roots of Cultural Violence Against Refugee 

                                    and Migrant Women in New Zealand

             Senior Sergeant Alan Rowland, Youth Services Co-ordinator, 

                                                 Auckland City Police

        The Extent of Violence Against Women and Children from a Police Perspective

3. Seeking Strategies and effective action to combat all forms of violence

Andrea Evans, Ministry of Women’s Affairs

         Strategies Developing Through the Task Group for Action on 

                                  Violence within Families

Jenny Janif, Ministry of Social Development, Family Violence 

                                         Project for Refugees 

                              Effective Support in a New Setting

Jan Ngatae, PACT Restorative Justice Group

                         Strategies Through Restorative Justice    

An interactive  workshop session prepared recommendations for acceptance  by the Conference.  A Plenary Roundtable Discussion finalised wording for the eight recommendations adopted for advocacy.

Community Activities

In the community we promoted our work through two fund raising evenings.

A Style and Image demonstration and a Fashion Parade  which appealed to wide audiences and helped fund the office we share with the Bridgebuilders Trust at 

70 Khyber Pass Road, Auckland. 

UNCSW 50th Session, March 2006

Again the APWW ran a most successful Regional Caucus and presented a Workshop

on challenges for women’s political empowerment in Asia and the Pacific.

