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            REVIEWING CEDAW –TAKING FURTHER ACTION


Jane Prichard, Chairperson Pacific Women’s Watch (NZ)

Welcome and Greetings

1.  NGO Issues brought to the CEDAW Committee

· No full incorporation of the convention into domestic law

· A common pattern of discrimination persists regardless of ethnicity starting with childhood poverty and setting off a trajectory of inadequate food and housing, illiteracy, lack of well –paid employment and a high level of violence and abuse.  Slow uptake of cross-sector remedies a concern

· Many families cannot afford to own a home because of high house prices and low income – estimated 1 in 4 children live in poverty, half of whom will be girls

· A better supply of affordable housing is urgently needed. Rental housing is temporary, inadequate, a hazard to health and unsafe, placing greatest burden on women.  Transience prevents the formation of stable communities and girls’ social development.

· Unsafe, overcrowded housing is a stressor leading to violence.  New Zealand’s rates of child abuse and neglect and levels of domestic violence are shameful as evidenced by the latest Police crime Statistics.

· Protection orders in cases of family violence are not working well.  Improved policy is still awaited.

· Government funding for refuges must be increased above the current 40-50 percent.

· Gender pay gap is static at 86-87 percent average full-time pay for women compared to men. Special measures are needed.

· High rate of teen pregnancy – the comprehensive sexual and reproductive health strategy is excellent but not achieved due to lack of funding and political will

· Severe shortage of midwives, especially in South Auckland, puts women at risk.  Better and more training for midwives is critical.

· Dismal progress for women in private governance and professional life.

· Slow and inadequate collection of gender disaggregated data and little development of measurable indicators and benchmarks

In our report we also identified the need for government to incorporate all provisions of the convention into domestic law; also to ensure the Action Plan for New Zealand Women has a timed agenda; the possibility of quotas to ensure that at least 50 percent of parliamentary seats are held by women.

Also: a range of issues of discrimination against New Zealand Migrant and Refugee women – to be brought by Farida Sultana, SHAKTI

2.  NGO issues reflected in the Committee’s concluding comments

· Concern that the Convention has not been fully incorporated into domestic law

· Need for guarantee of the substantive equality of women with men in public and private sectors

· Lack of understanding of temporary special measures – incentives and quotas

· Strengthen system of data collection

· Use of data and indicators to formulate policies and programmes for effective implementation

· Enact and implement laws to ensure equal pay and equal opportunity for women

· Consistently implement and enforce the Programme of Action on Violence within Families and revise the Domestic Violence Act of 1995 to protect all women victims of violence

· Conduct research on prevalence, causes and consequences of violence against all groups of women

· Study reasons for decline in issuance of protective orders

· Dependency and isolation of women within immigrant communities means violence and illegal practices related to marriage

· Goals and time frames to increase the number of women in decision-making positions

· Adequate funding for schools requested and monitoring collection of school fees; reminder that education is a fundamental human right

· Special measures to narrow and close the wage gap between women and men and to address women’s disadvantaged situation in the wage market 

· Improve the provision of information on reproductive health and contraception  to women and girls

3.  NGO issues not reflected in the Committee’s concluding comments

· Little mention of the impoverishment of women and their families

· Link between poverty and lifelong disadvantage and discrimination

· Need for affordable housing and on demand housing

NGOS were gratified that the majority of their key issues and questions brought to the Committee were recognised in the concluding comments.

4.  Overview of CEDAW Committee’s concluding comments from NGO  

  viewpoint

· Question of understanding of a comprehensive definition of discrimination against women 

· Urging of state party to undertake efforts to put in place an effective strategy for mainstreaming gender perspectives into all national plans and institutions and to strengthen the linkages between the New Zealand Action Plan for Human Rights and the Action Plan for New Zealand Women ….. to ensure the promotion and protection of women’s human rights as enshrined in the Convention are integrated into all national human rights plans, programmes and actions.

· Utilising fully of the objectives and provisions of the Convention … in the development or updating of its action plans for women

· Provision of information on trafficking

· Increased participation of Maori, Pacific and minority women in political decision-making positions at all levels

· Use of CEDAW in implementing the Beijing Platform for Action  and in 

      achievement of the Millennium Development Goals 

Raising awareness of the Convention and its Optional Protocol is stressed in concluding comments – this is what the Seminar is about.

5.  Relating of Seminar objective ( taking further action) to concluding comments

Outcomes from the 5 workshops will take us forward

Workshop titles:        Poverty – including housing




       Violence

                                     Refugee and Migrant Issues

                                     Employment and Gender Pay Gap

                                     Teen and Youth Issues

6.  NGOS Way Forward from PWW(NZ) Perspectives

PWW(NZ) has identified the following issues for further advocacy

1.  Speeding up and improvement in collection of gender disaggregated data – 

including by age and ethnicity – and development of measurable indicators and benchmarks

2. Acceleration of action to provide adequate, affordable and available housing – including on demand housing – to overcome the stress of overcrowding

3. Refugee and migrant issues

4. Increased funding for refuges commensurate with the need as increasing domestic violence, especially for migrant and refugee women, brings greater pressure on resources

     5.  Education on access to health services for at risk sex workers from the migrant 

           and refugee community

These priorities may be revisited following the Seminar in line with its recommendations

